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Following for your information is text letter from President 
to Admiral Felt also repeated General Boyle QUOTE At the Presi- 

I 

dent's direction, you should inform Sarit that the US will not 

allow itself to be driven iijto a war in Laos by Phoumi's in t ran- 

/ 

sigence. You are vindoubtedly familiar with fact that Sarit is 
in close contact with Phoumi and that Phoumi is relying on Sarit' s 
help and advice. Sarit should understand that any advice he 
might give to Phoumi to hold out in expectation of eventual US 
military intervention is completely without foundation and can 
only lead to disaster for Phoumi and his country. The fact is 
that Phoumi's refusal to cooperate has already created an inter- 
national environment in which it would be extremely difficult 
for the US to intervene even if Pathet Lao were aggressors in 
truce-breaking. Any further act of intransigence by Phoumi 
would make such intervention impossible and would have as its 
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inevitable result military disaster for Phoumi's forces. Such a result 
is obviously not in the interest of Thailand or of Phourni himself. 

With Suuvanna and the Pathet Lao increasingly at odds, there is 
now a real chance to unite non-Conanunists in Laos with strong US and 
other international support. Phoumi's best choice is to join with us 
in seeking a reasonable and effect ive^solut ion under Souvanna, and this 

is also the real interest of Thailand . Time is running out and Sarit 

/ 

should send word to Phourni to urge him to cooperate with Ambassador 
Brown and Souvanna. 

FYX The President fully recognizes that Sarit will not find this 
argument palatable but he believes it of great Importance that it 
should be pressed home firmly by you as the senior American military 
commander in the Pacific. It is fundamental that in this period of 
crisis there should be no question in Sarit *8 mind of the unity of the 
US Government in this line of policy under the President s direction. 

UNQUOTE 
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